
SILVERTONE© KEYBOARD – SRCS 
 

SRCS do not require the use of a keyboard when operating on 2.4 GHz. 
 
The correct use of the Silvertone © Keyboard when operating on 36 MHz and 29 MHz is 
a vital safety procedure at SRCS as well as at many other clubs throughout Australia.  
Occasionally things are not done correctly, and how many of us can honestly say we have 
never made a mistake.   This is always a good opportunity to review both our own and 
the club’s procedures.    
 
Under no circumstances should anyone other that the pilot either put in or remove a key 
from the board whilst flying is in progress. THIS IS ABSOLUTELY FUNDAMENTAL.   
It is all too easy for someone else to remove the wrong key and that is a potential disaster.  
If there is a problem the primary responsibility will always come back to the pilot not the 
person they asked, or offered, to remove it. 
 
The only exception would be at the end of the day if you are the last person to leave.  If 
you are absolutely sure that there is no one left and particularly if you know that the 
person has gone and left his key in the board then it should be removed.  Similarly if you 
are the first person there and there is a key in the board.  In both cases you need to be 
careful to make sure that for example no one is getting ready to fly a float plane off 
Eastern Creek.  I know from personal experience it is very frustrating to wait for half an 
hour for the frequency only to find that the person is not there.  If a key is in the board 
that does not appear to belong to anyone then all flying should stop and every pilot at the 
field should confirm that they are not currently using that frequency.  People have 
occasionally borrowed someone else’s key so you cannot automatically assume because 
‘Fred’ is not there that his key is not being used by someone else. 
 
It is of course a firm rule that keys have to be marked with the name and frequency of the 
pilot so you should not use someone else’s key anyway.   This is to ease the management 
of frequencies and also, as in a recent case, to enable a transmitter’s owner to be 
identified when he left and forgot it.  If we don’t know who the owner is the only option 
is to leave it in the shed - unsecured.  Will it be there next day? 
 
As soon as you arrive at the field you should put your 36 MHz and 29 MHz transmitter in 
the pound together with the key.  The only exception is if you leave it secured in a car.  
You only put the key in the board and get the transmitter out again when your model is 
ready to range check and fly.  There is nothing worse than to find a key is in the board on 
your frequency when the pilot is checking and assembly his model or refuelling it.  I 
know when there are only a few people present that we sometimes know that there is no 
one else on our frequency but this should not change the requirement to return the 
transmitter and remove the key when it is not in use.  The club rule is that you have the 
36 MHz or 29 MHz frequency for a maximum of 20 minutes at a time.   Other people 
turn up and it has happened that a pilot has been out on the flight line with an aircraft and 
has two frequency keys in the board! 
 
The keyboard has to be used even if you are the only person at the field.   
 
These rules should be straight forward to apply, don’t forget that the plane that is lost 
might be yours and an out of control plane could damage more than just the aircraft itself. 
 


